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Dear Hastings Families, 

 

On Saturday, you received a notice that a teacher at Hillside tested positive for 

COVID-19. Naturally, some families were concerned about steps that they may have to 

take depending upon whether their children had been exposed. Upon further 

investigation and consultation with our medical director who spoke with the Health 

Department, I can share the following information. Because the teacher was not 

symptomatic on the last day they were in school which was March 13, there is a very low 

risk of exposure. The teacher’s symptoms started on Monday, March 16 when our 

schools were closed. As a result, there are no additional steps that anyone needs to take.  

 

The childcare program at Hillside will restart tomorrow, March 24, 2020. I regret that 

the program had to be suspended for today, but this action was out of an abundance of 

caution and concern for all involved in the program. Following procedures from the New 

York State Department of Health, our custodial team will continue to thoroughly clean 

the classrooms, playground equipment, main office, surfaces, and high touch areas, in 

Hillside. The nurse, as intended, will be checking the temperature of every child who 

enters the building. If a child has a temperature, parents will not be able to leave their 

children.  Melissa Szymanski, who has been the contact for our first responders and 

medical professionals, will also notify families that they may return their children to the 

program tomorrow morning at 8:00am. 

 

Managing the fears associated with this virus is as important as the other safety 

precautions such as frequent hand washing, social distancing, coughing into one’s arm 

or tissue and staying home if one is not well. We will continue to keep you informed as 

best as we can so that your concerns are acknowledged.  

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

Valerie Henning-Piedmonte 
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